Applicant respectfully requests that the above amendment be entered into record and 
that the application be so amended and examined. 

If the Examiner believes that the prosecution of this application may be furthered 
through a personal or a telephone interview, the Examiner is kindly requested to contact the 
undersigned agent at (207) 799-9733. 

Respectfully submitted 



Shalom Wertsberger 

Reg. Num 43,359 
30 Fern Lane 

South Portland, ME 04106 
Phone: (207) 799-9733 
Fax: (207) 228-3694 

Agent for Applicant 
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l at is claimed is: 

A television messaging gateway for handling messages, said gateway being 

apted to operate in conjunction with a television distribution system having 

a cfentral location connected to a video downstream network constructed to 

carry video signals and distribute said signals to a plurality of terminals 

connected thereto, wherein at least one of said terminals is constructed to 

selectively display said video signal on a television screen, and an upstream 

network capable of delivering user input signals from a remote location to said 

central location, s^id television messaging gateway adapted for operating in 

conjunction with a messaging server constructed to store and forward 

messages, said television messaging gateway comprising: 

a message control interface adapted to couple to said messaging server 
for controlling at least one message therein, said message having 
address information associated therewith, to associate said message 
with at least one user; 

a video output module for generating video signals corresponding to 
said message, said module is being^dapted to couple to the 
downstream network for distributing said video signals to a plurality of 
addressable terminals; ^ 

an input device interface adapted to connec^o said upstream network 

for receiving user input signals; \ 

means for directing said message between said message control 
interface and said video output module. 




^ 

v^l^ l^he television messaging gateway as clairo>Wherein said television 

passaging gateway further comprises storage means to store a plurality of 
messages and the addressing information a^ociated therewith. 

f^Q& The television messaging gateway of claim-f' wherein said input device 
interface is further constructed to receive user input signals which are 
inputted\sing a telephone keypad, a user voice, or a combination thereof. 

\ 0^ 
/ | The television-messaging gateway of claim wherein said messaging server 

^ is a unified messaging server. 

^\ jf. The television Messaging gateway of claim further comprising receiver 
I means to receive\user generated messages. 

ijg? The television messaging gateway of claim;f, wherein said upstream network 
is selected from a gro^jp comprising a telephony network, a bi-directional 
television distribution network, a wireless network, a dedicated wire network 
or a combination thereof A 

The television messaging gateway of claims wherein said user input signals 
are selected from a group consisting of telephony input, touch tone signals 
^ input, voice input, remote control device input, or a combination thereof. 

H) X The television messaging gateway V claims wherein said upstream network 
is a bi-directional television distribution network and wherein said terminal is 
adapted to send user input signals to said television messaging gateway via 
said upstream network. \ 

A/ V , ° \ 

^t) A The television messaging gateway claim/ wherein said input device 

interface further comprises a speech recognition\papability and wherein said 
yji user input signals comprise voice signals. 

£L° r '<& 

^/10. The television messaging gateway of claim X whereto said terminal is 

adapted to receive user voice input, and transmit said vtyce input to said input 
device interface. 



^ 

(^ yf.The television messaging gateway of claim^further adapted to be coupled 
to an IP based network for receiving messages and user input therethrough. 

A '•■ n> 

££1^,2'. The television messaging gateway of claim X wherein said user input is 
inputted via\a remote control unit having a microphone coupled thereto, 
wherein said\microphone is constructed to receive sound energy and 
transform it to^n audio signal; and 

wherein said remote control unit is constructed to communicate a signal 
corresponding Asaid audio signal to said terminal. 

The television messaging gateway of claim y wherein said television 
messaging gatewa^further comprises a local module and a centralized 
module, and wherein\said local module or a portion thereof is located at the 

user premises. 

tip \ 1^ 

n? y(. The television messaging gateway as in claim Murther constructed to 

receive user input signal^ and to use said signals to identify and select a 

terminal to direct messagesvto. /* 

rC\ \ °^ 

The television messaging gateway as in claim Jf further comprising means 

for notification of receipt of a message. ^ 

CL \ /] / 

f-byS. The television messaging gateway of claim y wherein said messages are of 

a type selected from audio messages, video messages, fax massages, text 

messages, and multi-media messaged. /L 

& \V 

Vf. The television messaging gateway of claiiXkT wherein said downstream 
network is a cable television network, a sa^llite television network, a 
terrestrial video distribution network, a radio "fluency video distribution 
network, a DSL network, a cellular network, a hVjprid network, direct cable 

- connection , or a combination thereof. /VX 

(P v 

The television messaging gateway of claim^l whereiri\said signals comprise 
digital video signals and wherein said downstream netwbrk is constructed to 



$J6 




•ft 



transmit digital video signals and addressing information to address selected 
signals t&a selected terminal. n 

V\ J&. The television messaging gateway of claim^ further comprising a voice 
recorder to record user voice, and further constructed to embed at least a 
portion of said recorded voice within an outgoing message. 

. The television nlessaging gateway of clainvTfurther adapted to generate 
signals that will cause a progress bar to display on said television screen a 
progress bar indicating relative progress of an audio or video message being 
delivered to said terminal. 

television messagindgateway for handling messages, said gateway being 
adapted to operate in conjunction with a television distribution system having 
a downstream network constructed to carry signals and distribute said signals 
to a plurality of terminals connected thereto, wherein at least one of said 
terminals is constructed to selectively display an image corresponding to said 
signal on a television screen, derating in conjunction with an upstream 
network constructed to deliver uW input signals, and further operating in 
conjunction with a messaging server, said television messaging gateway 
comprising: 

an input device interface being adapted to couple to said upstream 
network for receiving input signals^ 

a message control interface responsive to said input signals, for 
controlling at least one message havingWldress information associated 
therewith, to associate said message with at least one user; 
an output module, adapted to generating signals corresponding to said 
message, the module further being adapted to couple to said 
downstream network, and constructed to deliver said signal to a terminal 
corresponding to said address information, for displayspn a television set 
coupled thereto; 



K 

whererp said message control interface is constructed to control said 
message responsive to user input signals entered via a telephone 
I keypad, a user voice, or a combination thereof. 

1 21 The television-messaging gateway of claim wherein said messaging server 
^ is a unified messaging server. ^ 

. The television messaging gateway of claim 22, wherein said upstream 
network is selectedVrom a group comprising a telephony network, a bi- 
directional television distribution network, a wireless network, a dedicated 
wire network or a combination thereof. 



%. The television messaging gateway of claims, wherein said television 
messaging gateway further comprises a local module and a centralized 
module, and wherein said lopal module or a portion thereof is located at the 
user premises. \ j| 

^6. The television messaging gateway of claim 22 wherein said upstream 

network comprises a bi-directionaJ television distribution network and wherein 
said terminal is adapted to send uW input signals to said television 
messaging gateway via said upstrearn network. 



^ The television messaging gateway of GJaim further adapted to be 
coupled to an IP based network for receiving messages and user input 
therethrough. 

,27. The television messaging gateway claim ^wherein said input device 
interface further comprises a speech recognition capability and wherein said 
user input signals comprise voice signals. ^ 

* Mt. The television messaging gateway of claim ,22, furtheiNcomprising a voice 
recorder module to record user voice, and further constructed to embed at 
least a portion of said recorded voice within an outgoing m&gsage. 

\ 

\ 

\ 



0^ 

^ 29. A method tor handling messages, adapted for operating in a television 
distribution system having a television messaging gateway in a central 
location having at least one video source connected to a downstream network 
constructed to carry at least video signals and distribute said video signals to 
a plurality of terminals connected thereto, wherein said at least one of said 
terminals is constructed to selectively receive and display said video signal 
through a television coupled thereto, a messaging server constructed to 
forward messages, a^d an upstream network capable of delivering user input 
signals from a remote\location to said central location, the method 
comprising the steps oA 

receiving a plurality qf messages directed to a user, in a television 
messaging gateway; \ 

converting said messages to corresponding video signals; and, 
transmitting said signals \o a particular terminal associated with said 
user for outputting said message on a television set coupled thereto. 

^38. The method of claim further comprising the step of entering user outgoing 
messages via said upstream network. 

Vyn. The method according to claims 29, further comprising the steps of recording 

. a user's voice and embedding said reading within an outgoing message. 
^ \ 

1^32*. The method of claimJ^, wherein said step o( embedding is carried out 
automatically. 

^ 33. The method of claim ^ wherein said television messaging gateway is 
responsive to user input entered via telephone. 

V£4. The method of claim 29, wherein said television messagingvgateway is 



^ implemented in part at a central location and in part in the user premises. 

0 ' \ 

\ J# A methodYor handling messages comprising the steps of: 

using a^elephone, inputting commands to a television messaging 
gateway ;\ 

causing sdkl television messaging gateway to output messages in 
response to\ said commands, said messages are outputted on a 
television set* coupled directly or indirectly to said messaging gateway, 
v JJ6. The method of clairpJSS further comprising the steps of: 

Recording a voi^e message; 

Automatically packing said voice message into an e-mail message; and, 

JPi Sending said e-malJ message. 

w < \ 

\ .-37. The method of claim 36 farther comprising the step of inputting said voice 
message via said telephone. /) 

VJ3.8. The method according to clai^i^S, wherein said messaging server is a 
unified messaging server. \ 

\ A computer readable media confining software that when executed by a 

computer will cause said computer \o substantially perform as the television 

n $ \ 

_ messaging gateway of claims \ 

\^ \ 

\£Q. A computer readable media containing spftware that when executed by a 

computer will cause said^ppmputer to substantially perform as the television 
f\ messaging gateway of 36. \ 

* M. A method for handling messages in a unified messaging system where 

messages are delivered via a digital television network, the method 

\ 

comprising: \^ 

selecting messages in said unified messaging System; 

receiving signals corresponding to said message^via said television 

network; and, \ 



outoutting said messages on a television coupled to said television 
^ distribution netwo*. 

The methoc^of claim InTurther comprising the steps of: 

recording a voice message; 

Automatically packing said voice message into an e-mail message; 

and, \ 

\ 

\ 

^ sending sakj e-mail message. 

1 43. The method of claim £2 further comprising the step of inputting said voice 
message via said telephone. 

» JT4. The method of claim iW wherein said messages are of a type selected from 
at least two of member^ of the group consisting of e-mail messages, voice 
messages, audio messages, video messages, fax massages, text messages, 



S) and multi-media messageV 

V o'b \ 

4*>. The method of claim ^wherein saic 



claimjkwherein said step of selecting is performed by 
entering commands to select said messages, and wherein said commands 
are entered utilizing a telephone^keypad, a user voice, or a combination 

oft ,hereof ^ \4 

The method of claim ^wherein sa^id step of recording is performed by a 
terminal coupled to said television network, and wherein said voice message 
rs is entered using a microphone coupled\o said terminal. 

4J. The method of claim 44, further comprising the step of outputting a progress 

bar to indicate relative position within a message, when the message is 

selected from a group consisting of a video message, an audio message or 

^an audio visual message. \ 
x d \ 
48. A method for handling messages, adapted to operate in a television 

messaging environment, the method comprising the\teps of: 

Recording a voice message; \ 

\ 

\ 



Automatically packing said voice message into an e-mail message; 
and,\ 

Sending said e-rr^il message. 
^9. The method of ^laimW further comprising the step of first receiving an 

incoming message, and wherein said voice message and e-mail message 
r> comprise an outgoing message in response to said incoming message. 
(f a V \?° 

* 50. The method of claim 48 wherein said step of recording or a portion thereof is 
performed using a telephone. 

& \ 

\ JM. A method for handling messages in a unified messaging system where 
messages are deliverecKvia a television network, the method comprising: 

selecting messages in said unified messaging system; 
receiving signals corresponding to said messages via said television 
network; and, 

outputting said messages on a television set coupled to said television 
distribution network; 

recording an outgoing message; 

digitizing said outgoing message; and, 

automatically packaging said message in an outgoing e-mail message 
and sending said outgoing message. 

\* \ 

% p2. The method of claims wherein said steps of recording, digitizing and 

packaging are preformed by a server remote to the television set. 
*P \ 

\ _53. A method for handling messages, adapted tc\pperate in conjunction with a 
messaging server constructed to forward messages, and with a television 
distribution system having a downstream network Constructed to carry signals 
and selectively distribute said signals to a plurality of "terminals connected 
thereto, wherein said terminal is constructed to selectively display an image 
corresponding to said signal on a television screen, andean upstream 



K 

network capable of delivering user input signals, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving a plurality of messages directed to a particular user in a 
messaging server; 

transmitting a signal corresponding to at least one of said messages to 
a terminal associated with a user via said downstream network; 
displaying said message on a television set coupled to said 
addressable terminal; and, 

recording aYiser voice, and embedding said voice within an outgoing 
message. \ ^ 
^ $4. The method of clain^B, further comprising the step of entering user 
outgoing messages via\said upstream network. 

^ ^4*6. The method of claim $5, Nyherein said step of recording is carried out using a 
telephone. 

V«r. V 

> 36. The method of any of claims Wf urther comprising the step of notifying the 




user upon receipt of a message^ 



^ 57. A system for handling messages\adapted to operate in conjunction with a 
television distribution system having a downstream network constructed to 
carry signals and selectively distribute said signals to a plurality of terminals 
connected thereto, wherein at least ohe of said terminals is constructed to 
selectively display an image corresponding to said signal on a television 
screen, operating in conjunction with an upstream network constructed to 
deliver user input signals to a central locatio^the system comprising: 

a distributed television messaging gateway, having a message control 
interface for selecting at least one messag^from a unified messaging 
server, said message having address information associated therewith, 

to associate said message with at least one user; 

\ 

wherein said message control interface is constructed to select said 



massage responsive to user input signals entered via a telephone, and 
said system adapted to feed a signal corresponding to said message 
into said downstream network; 

wherein said signal is directed to at least one of said terminals, for 
disp\ay on a television set coupled thereto. 

\ £8. The system of claim 5ft wherein said television messaging gateway is 
implemented Vi part at a central location and in part in the user premises. 

& \ x# 

\ ©9.. The system of claim §7 further comprising a voice recorder to record user 
voice, and wherein said system is further constructed to embed at least a 
portion of said recorded voice within an outgoing message. 

A computer readable media containing software that when executed by a 

computer will cause skid computer to substantially perform as the television 

\ \>b 
messaging gateway of any of claims .53. 



\ art 



j>*f. A computer readable medja containing software that when executed by a 
computer will cause said computer to substantially perform as the television 
messaging gateway of any of claims jb?^ 

\ 



§2' A computer readable media containing software that when executed by a 
computer will cause said computer to so^antially perform as the television 
messaging gateway of any of claims 



